YOU KNOW- 
LEDGEABLE 
ABOUT 


COSMETICS? 


SENSLESS 
RAMBLING. 


хо 
= 
- 
= 
M 
2 
o 


AND 


AMONGST THROUGH- 
THEM WERE OUT HISTORY, 
THOSE MANY WARS 
STARTED FOR НАУЕ HAD 
THE SAKE OF PETTY 
THE LAND'S REASONS 
GREATEST AS THEIR 
BEAUTY. CAUSE, 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 
BRING THIS 
COUNTRY 
TO RUIN? 


JINSHI'S 
BEAUTY 
ALREADY 
TRAN- 
SCENDS 
GENDER, 
вит 


IF HE 
WERE TO 
USE cos- 
METICS... 


dust 
HOW WILD 

IS YOUR IM- 

AGINATION? 


HOW DID 
YOU MAKE 
YOUR FACE 
POWDER? 


AND 
WHENEVER | р 
NEED A DARKER | SEE, HE'S 
TALKING 
COLOR, | JUST ARN. 
ADD SOME 


CHARCOAL AND 
LIPSTICK. 
1 GRIND 


CLAY INTO 


FRECKLES. 


POWDER 
AND SOAK 
IT IN OIL. 


| ONLY 
HAVE THIS 
MUCH AT THE 
MOMENT, BUT 
| CAN MAKE 
MORE WITHIN 
A NIGHT. 


HOW 
CONVENIENT 
IT WOULD BE 
TO HAVE A 

MEDICINE THAT 
CAN CHANGE 

ONE'S FACE... 


COLOR IS 
A TAD TOO 
DEEP FOR 
JINSHI- 
SAMA. 


ITS Just 
A DISGUISE 
YOU WANT 


SMEARING 
SOME 


LACQUER ON 
YOUR FACE 
SHOULD DO 
THE TRICK. 


МЕ 
COULD 
TRY 
TURNING 
YOU INTO 
A COM- 


PLEASE 
TRANSFORM 
ME INTO A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON, 


『LL JUST 
QUIETLY 
PREPARE 
WHAT HE 
ASKED 
ME TO. 


| BETTER 
NOT ASK. 


IF YOU'RE 

FINE WITH 

IT BEING 
PERMANENT, 


REALLY, 
ONLY NOBLES 
CAN AFFORD TO 
BE PAMPERED 

LIKE THAT. 


Is THis 
YOUR NEW 
WAY OF 
SHOWING 
SARCASM? 


| MERELY 
THOUGHT 
THAT 
JINSHI-SAMA 
LOOKS VERY 


7 


CAV 


BEAUTIFUL WHY THE Г 
TODAY. FROWN, Г 
50 EARLY = 

IN THE Г 


MORNING? 


is 


re) 


JINSHI- 
SAMA, ARE 
YOU SURE 

YOU WANT ТО 


ARE YOU 
EVEN TAKING 
THIS JOB 


LOOK LIKE A x SERIOUSLY? 


COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON? 


EVEN 
THOUGH | 


| ALREADY Y 
TOLD YOU | . МЕ S TO PREPARE 
LAST NIGHT. MORE THAN 
NECESSARY... 


SINCE THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
PLEASE 
EXCUSE ME. 


W-WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


I THINK IT'S 
SAFE TO SAY 
THAT LOW- 
RANKING 
OFFICIALS 
WON'T COME 
INTO CONTACT 
WITH INCENSE 
IMPORTED 
FROM BEYOND 
THE SEA. 


ORDINARY 
PEOPLE 
DON'T BURN 
INCENSE OF 
SUCH HIGH 
QUALITY. 


< すり や 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


My NOSE 
IS SIMPLY 
WELL-TRAINED 
COMPARED 
TO THOSE YOU CAN 
OF NORMAL SMELL 
PEOPLE. IT'S 
ONLY NATURAL 
SINCE | USE 
IT TO IDENTIFY 
POISONS AND 
MEDICINE. 


TO HELP 
MASK THE 
— Lu | z 
UNWASHED | SOME NEW 
CLOTHES 
WOULD BE 
IDEAL. 


INCENSE, CLOTHES. 


| UNDER- 
STAND. 


WHILE HE'S 
FETCHING 
THE CLOTHES, 
"Ц. START 
WITH YOUR 


SWIRL %/ 


IT WILL 
REMOVE 
THE SHINE 


FROM HIS 
SINCE HAIR WHILE 
COMWONERS COARSEN- 
DON'T GET ING IT, m 
TO BATHE 
EVERYDAY, 


AND ALL. 


Do you 
REALLY NEED 
TO USE THAT 
RAG TO TIE 

HIS HAIR? € 


FOR A 
COMMONER, 
ANYTHING 
WILL DO, AS 
LONG AS THEY 


WY 


y 
6 = N 4 ENOUGH. 


484 


! HAVE 


RE- 
TURNED. 


15 THIS 
REALLY 
OKAY? 


JINSHI- 


2 
~ SAMA, 
し ~ 
Е 
Y 
li PLEASE = 3 


REMOVE 
YOUR 
CLOTHES. 


SURPRISINGLY 
WELL-TONED 
AND BALANCED 
MUSCLES. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
HE HAS 


THE 
LOOKS 
OFA 
CELESTIAL 
MAIDEN, 


LEND ME 
А HAND 
FORA 

MOMENT? 


AND WHEN 
WE ADD 
CLOTHES 

ON TOP OF 


BEFORE 
HE 


PUTS HIS 
CLOTHES 
WE'LL ON, 
USE IT TO 
CHANGE 
HIS BODY 
SHAPE. 


GAO SHUN- 
SAMA, PLEASE 
WRAP THE 
TOWEL AROUND 
HIS WAIST. 


A 
BEAUTIFUL 
FACE ON 
TOP OF 
SUCH AN 
UGLY BODY, 
QUITE THE 
SIGHT TO 
BEHOLD. 


X I MADE 
PLEASE А FEW 
CLOSE WITH THIS, 
DIFFERENT 
YOUR | CAN RE- 
TONES OF 
EYES. CREATE THE 
_ DARK FACE 
" SUN SPOTS POWDER 
COMMONERS ~ 
USUALLY HAVE. 


NOW THAT 
I TAKE А 
CLOSER 
LOOK, HE 
REALLY IS 

BEAUTIFUL. 


His 
SKIN IS 
SMOOTH 
AND HAS 
| WONDER | NO FACIAL 
WHAT HE'D HAIR 
LOOK LIKE ^ WwHATSO- 
IF HE USED EVER. 
WOMEN'S 
COSMET- 


"М GLAD 
тв JUST 
THE THREE 
OF US IN 
THIS ROOM. 


b 


Й о = 
мата ILLA 
TELL ME (ДӘ [^ 
пала | | СО № 
0 WIPE} 
К 


n 


ж 


THAT LEVEL 
OF BEAUTY 
WITH JUST A 
МНТ LITTLE BIT OF 
RIFYING LIPSTICK. 
NO MATTER 
HOW SPLENDID, 
оме THINGS 
SHOULD REMAIN 
HIDDEN FROM THE 
WORLD'S 6965. 


NOPE, 
NUH-UH 
NOTHING. 


| a LET'S 
\ \ FORGET 
E WHAT | 
а \ Juer 
SAW, 


Сеул оры ADD FRECKLES 
BROWS y 
ТОЈМАКЕ == AND USE A 
THEM LOOK di^ DARKER SHADE 7 
THICKERA TO CREATE 
Ж CIRCLES 
4 BENEATH 
// a meeves. / 


ADD A\MOLE 
+ ON TOR OF, 
THAT AS A 


FACIAL 
FEATURE... 


ІМ DONE 
JUST LIKE | WITH THE 
THOUGHT, HIS 
HANDS ARE 
SMOOTH, вит 
MASCULINE 
AT THE 
SAME TIME. 


SUCH 


SPLENDID 
HANDS. 


| THOUGHT 


HE HAS 


ALL THESE А ЕЕЕ 
IT'S NOT HANDS EVER 25 
SOMETHING IT'S UN- HELD WERE HANDS? 
IMPORTANT CHOPSTICKS 
NOR 16 IT NECES- AND A BRUSH, 
WORTH SARY 
ASKING FOR A 


EUNUCH 
THOUGH 


ABOUT, 


MAYBE HE 
knows How ÜQ 
TO USE A 
SWORD OR 
A STAFF. 
AS WELL? 


ІШІ 


ТО МАКЕ 
THEM SEEM 
DIRTY, | PUT 
SOME FACE 

POWDER 
UNDER YOUR 


AY ir FI LF) 


WET YOUR 
LIPS WITH 
IT AND 
DRINK IT 
SLOWLY. 


IT WILL 
CHANGE 
YOUR VOICE 
BY MAKING 
YOUR LIPS 
AND THROAT 


IT'S VERY 
SPICY, BUT 
тв NOT 
POISONOUS 


THOUGH WE 
CHANGED 

HIS LOOKS 

AND HIS 


~ м WHAT I 
— JUST 

< GAVE TO 
МОН WAS 
А MIXTURE 
OF POTENT 


IRRITANTS. 


SOMEONE 
MIGHT 
HAVE STILL 
RECOGNIZED 
HIS SWEET 
VOICE. 


ЖЕ XII А Л Re Kb SE: ヘミ CRN BES iE o ei B -. 


XRoorycr 


1 сет то SINCE I'VE 

+ ВЕЕМ СМЕМ 

SOME TIME 

© =, OFF UNTIL 

PLANNING ы TOMORROW, 
ON LEAVING 
AFTER THIS. 


CONCOCT 
MEDICINE 
TO MY 
HEART'S 
CONTENT. 


GAO SHUN 
RARELY 
SHOWS HIS 
SMILE 


IF | RECALL, 
JINSHI-SAMA 
WILL BE 
TAKING THE 
SAME ROUTE 
AS YOU, 


лед и ЛЕ 
Z 


FACES SINCE 

WE ALwAYS 

ACCOMPANY 

50, JINSHI-SAMA. 
WOULDN'T 
A TRAVELING 
WITH US 


くす り 


ОФ) 


OH NO, 
HE TOOK 
THE BAIT! 


/ BELIEVE 
y THERE ARE 
(Ag EEUU ALREADY \ I MEAN, 
$ PEOPLE WHO'D IT 15 TRUE 


SO... UH, 
5 RECOGNIZE THAT А PLAIN 
Te wpe or MEAS YOUR MASTER BEING 
CAUTION; TERSONAL ACCOMPANIED 
THINK | PAN BY A PLAIN 
SHOULDN'T. ATTENDANT 
LOOKS INCON- 


SPICUOUS, 


PLEASE 
FORGIVE MY 
INSOLENCE 
BUT, FOR ME 

TO ACCOMPANY 
DINSHI-SAMA 
IS NONE THE 

BETTER 


CAREEU 


IF 
THAT'S 
WHAT 
YOU'RE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT, 


AS WELL? 


| HAVE 
A REALLY 
BAD FEEL- 
ING ABOUT 
THIS. 


60 DOES 

YOURS, so 
STOP AD- 
DRESSING 


ME BY M 
REAL NAME, 
ALL THIS 


WILL HAVE 
BEEN FOR 
NOTHING. 


iE. VERON. 
RES 2M 5 


SORA EB DR H * HI +L / 


= - 
Е 2 ( \ \ 


MESTROLL | 
IH ROUGH 
ІНЕ CITY 


IT'S NOT 
NECESSARILY 
РОВ им то BAD AS A 
CHOOSE THE FAKE NAME, 
WORD "KA", вит 
WHICH MEANS 
"FLOWER"... 


I'M NOT SO 


MAYBE | 
SHOULD 
HAVE 
DISGUISED 
HIM AS A 
WOMAN 
INSTEAD. 


THOUGH 
THE NAME 
"JINSHI" 
6 QUITE 
FEMININE 


ar AS WELL, 


IS PRETTY 
UNUSUAL 
AS A MAN'S 


жсоваа? 42 AY TH. XO AS. HE, WEBEL EME EEA, 


г 


eo 
HORA 


eum 


аа |> 
LET DD 


PEACE OF THE 
@ 


«NO NO NO, 
IF | WANT ТО 
PROTECT THE 


LAND, THAT'S 
THE LAST THING 
С. | SHOULD Do. 


ОТТАЙ PISGUISEP BY МАО MAO, JINSHI ACCOMPANIES HER TO HANAMACHI, BUT... 


2 


ЕТЕТІНІ ЕСТЕ 


HERE'S 
THÉ 
MAP. 
テー | A RESTAU- 
¥ \ RANT JUST 
+ OUTSIDE OF 
HANAMACHI. 


УМ sup- 
POSED TO 
MEET AN AC- 
QUAINTANCE 
THERE. 


ムン 
) ^ 

EN 2 | DON'T KNOW 

| WHAT KIND OF 

BUT | - EXAM ACQUAINTANCE 

SHOULDN'T HE'S MEETING 

d TI 

curiosity o WARA 

KILLED THE ) DISGUISE, 


CAT AFTER Е 
ALL. 


THOUGH 


| CAN'T 
9 THEY'VE HELP BUT 
BEEN TAKING FEEL THAT 
ADVANTAGE LATELY 
OF MY 
DISCRETION. 


| SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
JUST FEIGN 
IGNORANCE. 


н сиво 


ISN'T A LOT. 
OF CHOICE IN 
VEGETABLES 
THIS SEASON. | Ñ 


I MIGHT 
AS WELL, 
SINCE 
THEY'RE 
NICE 
VEGE- 
TABLES. 


WALKING 
AROUND WITH 
RADISHES IN ONE 
HAND AND A 
CHICKEN IN THE 
OTHER WOULD 
BE RATHER 
QUESTIONABLE. 


FOR A LADY 

WHO'S RICH 
ENOUGH TO 
HAVE HER 

VERY OWN 
SERVANT, 


WHILE 
LOOKING 
LIKE 
THAT? 


| WAS 
THINKING 
OF 
TREATING 
FATHER. 


THAT'S WHY 
WE LIVED IN. 
SUCH A SHABBY 


HE'S AN 


HOUSE, DESPITE 
THE FACT THAT en Ано 
PHARMACISTS AS PUAPMACIST, 
ARE SUPPOSED БЕРЕТ0О ұма” 
ы GENEROUS. 
= TO Have 


A GOOD 
INCOME. 


WELL, 


УМ SURE 

GRANNY 

IF HE EVER WILL GIVE 

REACHES HIM SOME 
THE POINT OF FOOD, 


STARVATION, 
BUT STILL... 


WHY ARE 
YOU eo 
QUIET? 


WHAT'S 


WITH THAT 
FACE? 


NOT TO 
MENTION, 
THERE ISN'T 
ANYTHING 
TO TALK 
ABOUT 
ANYWAY. 


25 


тому 


| 


ро 


WE HAVE 
ANYTHING 


TO TALK 
ABOUT, 


THOUGH? 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO SAID 
| SHOULD 

CHANGE MY 
ATTITUDE. 


OKAY. 


N, TWO |: 
А GRILLED Ef 
| SKEWERS 
PLEASE. 


К 


my Sto ом 


ара 


\ 
EAT UP = 
BEFORE ЕЕ 
ТИЕУ GET бы 
COLD. ~ 
シグ ン ン 
/ 
7; Қо 7 = JINSHI- 
М, ING OT Š SAN, 
S 7 
>) P 


LOSING YOURSELF 
IN THE FRAGRANT 
AROMA OF ROASTED 
CHICKEN SKIN AS THE 
FAT BURSTS IN YOUR 
MOUTH TRULY 15 
WONDERFUL. 


AH, THE 
COTTON 


ТМ GLAD 
SUIREN 
GAVE ME 
THIS HAND- 
KERCHIEF. 


THAT'S 
NOT IT. 


5) 


27 


IT'S SALTIER 
THAN WHAT 
| HAD BACK 

AT THE CAMP. 
IT'S GOOD. 


AS | KNOW, 


BUT | GUESS RENT. 
SOME ARE, USUALLY 
EVEN DURING INVOLVED 
PEACETIME. IN SUCH 
SOLDIERLY 


THINGS. 


Ч WELL, 


IT'S NOT 
IMPORTANT 
ENOUGH TO 

ASK HIM 
ABOUT IT. 


! 
a Vol > | 


Е 
МЕ 
WHILE SHOULD 
HEAD OUT 
VISITING | РОВ. YOUR 
ТНЕ MEETING 
CITY IN N SOON. 
DISGUISE, | STILL HAVE 
THEY... | \ (d а воне тне, 
7 El 
| IT IS ТО 
\ ) ТАР; BE LATE, 
x ^) = | ISN'T IT? 


LIKE YOU 
CAN'T WAIT 
TO GET RID 


TO BUY SOME 


CHICKEN AND 
m, серегатео. PLANNING 
ER ON RETURN- 
ка то THE 


MARKET 


CHAPTER 28.2 


A STROLL THROUGH THE CITY (FINAL PART) 


ке § : 

á і 

) usr... Be 9 
THOUGHT 
You 

\ у SHOULDN'T 

\ KEEP YOUR 

| COMPANY 

WAITING. p" de 


T MAO MAO WENT тот THE em WITH THE PISGUISED LX BUT... 


^F 7 ANI (== 


IT SHOULD 
AT LEAST BE 
BETTER THAN 

LIVING IN 

HANAMACHI. 


PERHAPS, 
ONE COULD 
SAY РМ 
EXTREMELY 
FORTUNATE. 


IA 
ТІ WORRIED 

3.8 | ABOUT му 

A eye FOSTER 
ST FATHER'S 
< . WELL- 
. BEING. 


7/ レン 
pe 


MY ROOM 
AND І 16 SMALL, 
WAS EVEN BUT IT’S 
OFFERED CLEAN, 
ANOTHER 
ROOM. 


\ 


| YOUR 


FOSTER ~ 
FATHER ご 
3 THAT 16. 
3] N 


BRINGING 
ИР МУ 
DAD 16 


НЕ SEEMS 
TO ВЕ AN АС- 
COMPLISHED 
PHARMACIST. 


MY FOSTER 
FATHER I$. 
AN EXPERT 
IN MEDICINE. 
OF COURSE 
I WANT HIM 
TO LIVE A 
LONG LIFE. 


FOR YOU то 
CARE ABOUT. 
SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN 
MEDICINE AND 
POISON I... 


BESIDES B. 
CHINESE 
MEDICINE, 
HE'S ALSO CON 
WELL VERSED 
IN WESTERN 
MEDICINE, 
$0 HE 
SHOULD М 
HAVE SPENT 
QUITE E 
SOME TIME 
ABROAD. i 


| HEARD 
HE STUDIED 
ABROAD 
WHEN HE 
WAS STILL 
YOUNG. 


YES, HE'S 
A GREAT 
MAN. 


THEY SAY Ж WOULD MEAN 
THE GODS HE'S TRULY 
DON'T GIVE EXCELLENT. 
WITH BOTH 
HANDS, 
вит 
| GUESS 
THERE ARE 
SOME EX- pieces 
CERTIONS: А % ‘SPECIALLY 
SELECTED 
BY THE 
GOVERN- 
MENT IT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO STUDY 
ABROAD. 


BECAUSE 
OF HIS BAD 
LUCK, HIS 
MANHOOD 
WAS TAKEN 
AWAY. 


50 YOUR 
FATHER 16 
A EUNUCH? 


—Ç WHY ELSE 
pond С WOULD HE GO 


ONE HAD 
TO ASCRIBE ° OUT OF HIS WAY 
ONE SHORT- TO BECOME A 
COMING TO Y PHARMACIST IN 


РИО MEN, А. HANAMACHI? 


HM? 
рос. 
TOR, 
DIDN'T | > 
TELL HIM ви 
ABOUT NUCH, 
THIS? IT 
~ w covers 
every- 
THING. 
«ало Які 
- D 


SCRATCH 


BECAUSE 
ИЕ 
STUDIED 
ABROAD, 


THE 
MOTHER 
OF THE 


PREVIOUS 
THe Late 0808, 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER, 
MADE HIM 


A EUNUCH. 


THE 
RESTAURANT 
SHOULD 
BE AROUND 
HERE. 


D THE UPPER 
FLOOR 16 AN 

INN, WHILE 
THE GROUND 

FLOOR БА 
RESTAURANT. 


| SO THAT'S 
WHY HE WANTED 
TO VISIT THE CITY 0 
IN DISGUSE. A 
£2) 
Os 


| GUESS 
EVEN A 
EUNUCH 
NEEDS THIS 
KIND OF 
ENTERTAIN- 


PRE- 
SENT? IF YOU'LL 
ха EXCUSE 
He MUST ве SMFT Її MESTHEN: 
отит p (М 
Ги | 
ANNOwING UH- > № 
OFFICER нин, А. Фа Її b | 
THAT'S BEEN (OM + \ + | 
PESTERING 5 | 
HIM LATELY, Ñ | 
FROM THE \ < 
ECCENTRIC, > 
TO THANK ноар 
YOU FOR THAT ^ 
BUSINESS N 
WITH THE \ ~. | 
ARTISAN'S | 
I HAVE А | 
FAMILY. PRESENT / J へ 
FOR You. 
N 
SNIFF 
IS THIS 
MANDARIN- 
INFUSED FROM 
ALCOHOL? THE EC- 
Ф CENTRIC? 
# (Дру 
М. БАҒ” 
f^ N | 
2 o) 


“| THINK 
IT WOULD. 


BE FASTER 
TO JUST ASK 
‘SOMEONE 
WHO KNOWS 
ABOUT THAT 
WORLD," 


ARE YOU 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THE 
PATRONS 
OF ROKU- 
SHOUKAN? 


HOW DO | 
LOWER THE 
PRICE OF A 

COURTESAN? 


YOU'RE 

ASKING 

SOME- 
THING UN- 
PLEASANT. 


ESPECIALLY 
FOR HIGH- 
RANKING 
COURTESANS. 


UNLIKE 


REGULAR 
THE LESS A MO NS 
HIGH-RANKING TO FIND A 
COURTESAN CUSTOMER 
WORKS, THE EVERY / 
HIGHER HER NIGHT, / 
PERCEIVED 
IN ROKU- VALUE 


SHOUKAN, WILL BE. 
ALL LADIES 
ARE TAUGHT 
ABIT ABOUT 
POETRY AND 

DANCING WHILE 
SERVING AS 

KAMUPOS. 


WHILE 
THOSE WITH 
POTENTIAL 
CONTINUE 
WITH THEIR 
EDUCATION, 
SPENDING 
THEIR TIME 
WITH 
CUSTOMERS 
MERELY 
DRINKING 
ТРА. 


AMONG 
THEM ARE 
EVEN A FEW 
WHO WOULD 
NEVER COME 
TO KNOW A 
CUSTOMER'S: 
TOUCH 


UP UNTIL 
THE DAY 
THEY'RE 
BOUGHT. 


ALL MEN 


DESIRE TO 
BE THE 
FIRST TO 
PLUCK SUCH 


AFLOWER. 
1775 WHAT 


THEY CALL 
А МАМФ 
ROMANCE. 


THOSE 
WITHOUT 
POTENTIAL 
ARE IMMEDI- 
ATELY PUT 
TO NIGHT 
SERVICE WORK 
AFTER THEIR 
DEBUT, 


AS THEIR 
CONVERSA 
TIONAL 
SKILLS AND 
WISDOM 
AND THEY INCREASE, 

WILL ACCEPT 50 DOES 
requests THEIR PRICE, 
ever MORE 

RARELY. 


EVENTUALLY, 
IT COMES то 
COST A YEAR'S 
WORTH OF 
SALARY TO 
JUST SHARE 
NOTHING BUT 
А CUP OF TEA 
WITH SUCH A 
COURTESAN. 


PLUCKED 
BY A MAN'S 
HAND, THEY 
LOSE HALF 

THEIR VALUE. 


THEY'RE 
PRICED SO 
HIGHLY 
PRECISELY 
BECAUSE 
THEY'RE AN 
UNTOUCHABLE 
FLOWER. 


IF THEY 
WERE TO GET 
PREGNANT, | | 
THEY WOULD Е - 
BASICALLY ー N 
BECOME Мор Zu 
WORTHLESS. AIK “e > — 


AFTER ALL 

THE EFFORT 
YOU PUT INTO 
YOUR DISGUISE, 


TH 
Sa 


| KEPT MY 
EMOTIONS 
IN CHECK. 


HE SHOULD 


HANAMACHI. 


| HOPE 
YOU ENJOY 
YOUR 


EVENING. 


eae 
М 
Ш 


CHAPTER 29 


SYPHILIS (PART 1) 


па 


ney ЕЕ 


AN OLD 
DREAM? 


NO, 
MORE LIKE 
A DREAM І 
HAD WHEN 

I WAS A 
BABY... 


ПТ АРТЕК нао мао FINISHE? ACCOMPANYING THE PISGUISED JINSHI TO намамасні, SHE 
RETURNED BACK TO HER OWN HOUSE TO... 


THE REASON 
WHY £ COULD 
TAKE A BREAK 
16 BECAUSE 
SUIREN GAVE 
МЕ PERMIS- 
SION TO. 


WHICH 15 
UNDERSTAND- 
ABLE, SINCE 
THE EMPLOYER 
STILL NEEDS TO 
BE ATTENDED 
TO EVEN 
DURING THEIR 
HOLIDAYS, 


THIS 15 
ме FIRST. 
HOME- 
COMING 
ever 
SINCE т. 
STARTED 
SERVING 
INTHE 
outer 
COURT. 


WHY DON'T 
YOU GO 

TO ROKU- 

SHOUKAN? 


THE 
PHARMACY 
RUN вч 
FATHER 


THROUGH 
THE | 


CORRIDOR 


| OVERLOOK- 


ING THE 
WELL КЕРТ 
GARDEN, 


I'VE 
BROUGHT 
YOUR 
MEDICINE. 


IN THE 
PAST, SHE 
WOULON’T 

HIDE HER 
ANIMOSITY 


AND CHASE 
ме OUT, 


SHE'S PRO- 
BABLY NOT 
EVEN ABLE TO 
COMPREHEND 
WORDS 

ANYMORE. 


We JUST 
DON'T 
KNOW OF 
ANY OTHER 
TREAT- 
MENT TO 
GIVE HER. 


IT'② MORE 
EFFECTIVE 
COMPARED 
To MERCURY 
AND AR- 
SENIC, BUT 


амем HER 
CURRENT 
CONDITION, 
IT CANNOT 
EVEN Seve 
AS А FORM 
OF SOLACE. 


AND UN- 
FORTU- 
NATELY 
CAUGHT 
SYPHILIS, 


DECADES 
AGO, IT 


WAS BARELY 


ABLE TO 
MAKE ENDS 


THE 
PRESENT 
ROKUSHOU- 
KAN ISA 
PRESTIGIOUS 
PLACE 
CAPABLE OF 
CHOOSING 
ITS OWN 
CUSTOMERS, 


DURING 
THAT 
TIME, THIS 
WOMAN 
TOOK IN 
CUSTOM 
222 


15 WHAT 
FATHER 
USES TO 
TREAT 
PATIENTS 
WITH 
SYPHILIS. 


DESPITE 
HER CUR- 
RENT сом- 


DITION, 


THIS 

NOSELESS 

WOMAN IN 
HER FORTIES 
WAS ONCE A 
PROMINENT 
COURTESAN, 

DESIRED 

89 MANY, 


MEDICINE 
SHE'S 
TAKING 


THE 


DISEASE 
HAS NOW 
SPREAD WHILE IT 
EVEN — THROUGH- CAN BE 
ге OUT HER CURED IF 
мене ворч. TREATED 


BARLY, 


ҮЕ НЕ WAS 
INFORMED 
OF Hee 
SYMPTOMS, 
IT COULD 
Have BEEN 
DEALT 
WITH, BUT 


DISEASE 
WAS 
ENTER- 
ING ITS 
LATENT 
PERIOD. 


| NLATER, ン 
А RASHES RE- 
\ の APPEARED ™ | 
ONHER | 
N || 600% ір 
q "Я ! THEY 
FOLLOWED а ~ COULDN'T 
BY GUMMAS DISCLOSE 
500N AFTER. HER SYMP- 
TOMS. 


CONFINED 
IN THIS 
ROOM, 


CUS- 
TOMERS. 


ITS 
COMMON 
FOR COUR- 


| THe GUTTER 
| CAN Be con- 
SIDERED AS А 
GENEROSITY. 


I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
BURN SOME 
INCENSE 
AND WIPE 
HER BODY. 


SINCE І НАР- > 
THERE ARE PENED TO | Х 7 
MEDICINES THAT RECEIVE > 


WOULD BECOME 1,46 FROM 

RATHER TROUBLE- A CERTAIN 

SOME IF A SMELL NOBLEMAN, 
T 


me 


BETTER IF 
YOU DON'T 
2 A COME BACK 
A m THIS WAY 
\ * 
— SINCE 
THERE'S A 
STRANGE 
MAN WITH 
GLASSES. 


Р 
Lop IKNOW 
OF THE 
STRANGE 
к MAN WITH 
6LA5665, 
Ss A 
EZ 
НЕВА 
customer 
ж OF ROKU- 
i SHOUKAN, 
| I SHOULD род 
aust тромт poa 
STAY HERE WANT TO Ак 
SINCE HE 2 меет | 
САМТ СОМЕ THAT MAN 
INTO THIS IF P09- 


ROOM. SIBLE. 
344 


THAT 
OLD MAN 
SURE 15 


PERSIST- 
ENT. 


AND BESIDES, 
AS LONG AS 
HE'S PAYING, 
GRANNY 
WON'T REALLY 
COMPLAIN. 


PESTERING ME 
TO BECOME A 
COURTESAN 
THESE PAST 
FEW YEARS. 


dust 
THINKING THAT 


1 WOULD'VE 
BEEN SOLD TO 
HIM BY NOW 

ME THE IF I WASN'T 

CREEPS. EMPLOYED BY 


THE COURT... 


THE 
FACT THAT 
COURTESANS 
THINK THAT 

dust THAT WOULD 


6066 TO ВЕ А 6000 
SHOW HOW 


DIFFERENT 

THEIR WAY 

OF THINK- 
ING 16. 


IT IS FOR 
А COUR- 
TESAN 
WELL, 
GRANNY 
ONLY CARES 
ABOUT MONEY, " 
$0 THAT'S ыу 
OUT OF THE THE MAN 
WINDOW. THEY 


DESIRE? 


I'M ALSO 
NOT THAT 
FAR OFF 
FROM BEING 
SOLD TO 
SOMEONE, 
` IT CAN'T BE 
$ HELPED, SHE'S 
AMASSING A 
FORTUNE TO 
BRIBE HER 


Mel MEL IS 
ONLY 20, 
BUT FOR 

COURTESANS, 

THAT'S A レ ー 

READY THE 

AGE OF RE- 
TIREMENT. 


HE'S 
STILL 
BEAU- 
WILL Most TIFUL, 
LIKELY ве вит, 
SOLD ОРЕ 
BEFORE нер 
BEAUTY 
ate STARTS 
ert у FADING. 
THIS JOB 
FORA 
LITTLE 
WHILE 
LONGER. 


THINK TOO 
DEEPLY 

отт 2 s 
THOUGH. | 4 ン 1 EMOTION. 


© > 
ТАТАР ” 


EMOTION... 


ASA _ 


EUNUCH? 
^ I HEARD 
ЖАЗ ТНЕЛЕ p : HER АРОРТМЕ |! 
SUCH AN | УЛ FATHER IS A 
N == is EUNUCH WHO 
EXCELLENT INS THERE'S use» то work |) 
AMONGST De ад осо 
онсе А. STRANGE СЕТ: - А 
ТИЕ Бе = ABOUT HIM ; 
WORKING 5 
"| Аб А couRT 
J DOCTOR IN 
THE PAST, | 
BUT... р | 
SHAO 
MAO'S? 


RIGHT? 


TRUTH BE 
TOLD, THE 
QUALITY OF 
DOCTORS IN 
THE INNER 
PALACE 15 
TERRIBLE. 


TM SURE 3 


THe 
REASON 
FOR THAT 
16 QUITE 

THERE IS SIMPLE, 
NO NEED FOR 
SOMEONE 
SKILLED ENOUGH 
TO ВЕ ADOCTOR 
TO WORK IN THE 
INNER COURT 
WHERE THEY 
NEED TO BE 
CASTRATED. 


SHOULD WE 
CONTINUE 
WHERE WE 
LEFT OFF? q 
A 
y 0, E 
| EM E 
2 1 
x ay + 
9) 
С І ASKED 
ж” ABOUT THE 
" DETAILS LIKE 
YOU TOLD 
| \ ME TO, 
4 IT TURNED 
== - OUT TO BE 
SOMETHING / 
QUITE 
NASTY. 
tl, \ 


STEMMING 
FROM THAT, 
ANOTHER 
UNPLEAS- 
ANT SPECU- 
LATION 
COMES TO 
MIND. 


AND THÉ 
N REASON 
WHY HE 
INSISTED 
ON ME 
ASKING 
HER FOR 
THE REST 
OF THE 
STORY. 


THE 
REASON 
WHY HE 
TALKED 
ABOUT 
HIS PAST 

Love, 


BUT THEN 
I FIND OUT 
MY LASSIE 
NO LONGER 
THERE. 


FROM HER 
REPLY, ONE 
CAN ROUGHLY 
GUESS 
WHAT THIS 
SLY MAN DID 
IN THE PAST. 


I DON'T 
ай У WANT TO 
—_ ADMIT IT, 
BUT THE 
CONCLUSION 
THE 16 QUITE i 
REASON WHY CLEAR. 
HE SUDDENLY 
BROUGHT UP 
THE TOPIC 
ABOUT МЕ 
BUYING SOME- 
ONE FROM 
HANAMACHI, 


m 
TOOK ME 10 
YEARS JUST 
ТО GET THAT 
GRANNY TO 

LET ME IN 
THERE. 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
REPEAT 
MY PAST 
MISTAKES. 


TLL PAY = 、 
YOUR ~ 4 
PRICE, М ここ | 


THEN $0 
IT SHALL 
BE, THIS 
HUMBLE 

ONE WON'T 
ARGUE. 


61 Ра. // 
THOUGHT, 


Фе 
HE KNOWS BAN 
WHO Т 


REALLY 


AM. 


WHAT THAT та 
DAUGHTER 
OF MINE 
WOULD THINK i 
4 ABOUT IT. id 
DER 
/ І 
HATE 
us THIS. 
/ 
DAMN, 


BASICALLY 


FATHER. 


THERE'S AN 
OFFICER WHO 


WANTS TO 
MEET YOU. 


= 
| === 


THIS в 
THE FIRST 
SEEN HER 
MAKE 
SUCH AN 


EXPRES- 
‘SION. 


\ à 
次 Gy 25, 5 
= яя 


y 
IO 


SUIEREI 


P || 
ZA FAT FATED, 


ENCOUNTERS. 


THERE'S 
АМ OFFICER 
WHO WANTS. 

то MEET, 


ALREAI 
pen THIS 
WOULD 
HAPPEN. 


THAT'S 
WHY І KEPT 
MY DISTANCE 

FROM THE 


MILITARY 
SECTION. 


WE'RE 
ONLY HALF- 
А WAY DONE. 


SUIREN'S 
EYES 
SURE ARE АХ 
SHARP. А 


| SUMMARY AFTER JINSHI TOL? MAO MAO ABOUT RAKAN WANTING TO MEET HER, HE WAS MET WITH 


FINALLY, 
BREAK 


TIME. 


BECAUSE OF 
HIS ABSENCE 
TODAY, WE'RE DURING THIS SINCE I 
CLEANING EVEN TIME, VE STARTED 
MORE THAN COME TO NOTICE SERVING 
USUAL. THAT HE HAS INSHL. 
TO GO OUT TO 
ATTEND TO 
Berore SOMETHING 
EVERY HALF 
HE LEFT, НЕ А MONTH, AND 
TOOK A HOT VEGTEEDAM 
BATH WHILE WAS ONE OF 
BURNING THOSE TIMES. 
INCENSE. 


YOU DON'T PICK 
UP ANY FISH OR 
MEAT TODAY, 
SINCE WE'LL 
BE HAVING A 
VEGETARIAN 
COURSE FOR 
DINNER. 


*misogi: practice of ritual purification 


BUT IS A 
EUNUCH EVEN 
ALLOWED TO 

DO THAT? 


THE AFTER- 
NOON? 


I NEED 
YOU TO GO 
FETCH SOME 

MEDICINE 
FROM THE 
DISPENSARY. 


I WISH 
YOU WERE 
ALWAYS THIS 
ENERGETIC. 


WHEN 
SOMEONE 
PERFORMS 
мібові, IT 

WOULD MEAN 
THEWRE 
LEADING A 
RELIGIOUS 
FESTIVAL. 


IF JINSHI 
WAS BORN AS 
ANOBLE, HE 
WOULD MOST 

LIKELY BE 
OCCASIONALLY 
TASKED WITH 
UNDERTAKING 
SUCH A ROLE. 


BUT EVEN 
MORE THAN 
THAT, £ WANT 
TO 966 THE 
DISPENSARY. 


IWANT 
TO AVOID 
GOING NEAR 
THE MILITARY 
SECTION AS 
MUCH AS. 
POSSIBLE, 


IM HERE 
TO РСК. 
UP SOME 
MEDICINE. 


THIS 16 
MOST LIKELY 
BECAUSE OF 
THE LARGE 
NUMBER OF 
INJURIES 
THAT HAPPEN 
IN THE 
MILITARY 
SECTION 
Neary. 


тне 
DISPENSARY 
16 LOCATED 
TO THE 
EAST ОҒ 
THE OUTER 
COURT. 


THe 
постове 
HERE IN 

THE outer 
‘COURT 

‘SHOULD ВЕ 

EXCELLENT, 


so тм 
SURE THE 
DISPENSARY 
16 BEING 
PUT TO 
GOOD USE. 


SINCE THE 
DISPENSARY 
IN THE INNER 
PALACE WAS 
GIVEN TO THE 

QUACK DOCTOR 
LIKE CASTING 
A PEARL TO A 

‘SWINE, Т CAN'T 

HELP ВИТ BE А 

BIT EXCITED TO 
COME HERE. 


EXCUSE 
ME, 


«С. SPREADING 
SS sine МУ 


MOUTH. 


MEDICINE 
CABINET 
IN THERE. 


і WHAT 
4 ө, © ARE YOU = 
4 DOING? а 
(Ш Tn = 
= = = Е 


Ж. И > 


WAITING 
MEDICINE 
то 
ARRIVE. 


$0 THIS 
COURT 
LADY'S 
NAME IS 
sul REI. 


GUARD 
OFFICE. 


IF SHE'S 
WORKING 
THERE 


IT WOULD 
EXPLAIN 
THE SMELL 
OF MEDICINE 
BACK THEN. 


тне 
GUARD 
OFFICE... 


NOW THAT 
SHE MENTIONS 
IT, THE LAST 
TIME I SAW 
HER SHE WAS 
ALSO NEAR 
THE MILITARY 
SECTION. 


MER GAZE 
16 STILL AS 
INTENSE 
AS EVER, 
DOES SHE 
REALLY 
DISLIKE 
ME THAT 


YOU NEED 
ANYTHING 
ELSE? 


NM 
Ai EVEN 
ТА THOUGI 


у 


WORK AS | ABSENT ( / 
A COURT | MINDED. Y 


n 
GET YOUR 
MEDICINE. 


elle We е! 


eRouNp |-:- 
up 


TARO..? 


ТА 4) 


J| РОМРЕВ. 


52 


16 THERE 

ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU 
NEED FROM 
THE DIS- 

PENSARY? 


SECRETLY 

STORING 

STRANGE 
PLANTS 


| IN THE 
Ен БТ, STORAGE 


einer. ROOM 


HOW 
ABOUT MAKING 
А REGUEST TO 

SINSHI-SAMA FOR 

қ A NEW ROOM, IF 

THERE'S A YOUR CURRENT 

LOT OF EMPTY ONE I$ TOO 

ROOMS HERE, SMALL? 
MAYBE HEIL 
LET YOU USE 

ONE OF THEM. 


4 
LDIDJASK 
FORTAHORSE 
TABLE BACK 
ЕМ, BUT WAS 
REJECTED, 


MENTION... 


І CAN'T 
TREAT A 
PLACE WHERE 


ARISTOCRATS: 
LIVE LIKE A 
MEDICINE 
RACK. 


BUT 
IN REALITY 
YOU'RE 
JUST BEING 
RESERVED. 


THE ONLY 
REASON I'M 
CURRENTLY 
HERE 16 DUE 
TO A QUIRK 

OF FATE. 


N VP У 
p v" 
ES 


BUT I LIKE 
TO THINK 
THAT BEING 
BORN AS A 
NOBLE 


WASTEFUL, 
WOULDN'T 
YOU SA) 
$0? 


COULD 
YOU HELP 


МЕ OUT 
WITH SOME- 
THING? 


HOW A 
LIFE WILL 
TURN OUT 
ANYWAY. 


264 


THE PATH 
TO THE 


TRASH AREA 
TAKES YOU 
BY THE 
DISPENSARY, 
RIGHT? 


BASICALLY 
A MURDER 
IN BROAD 

DAYLIGHT, 
ISN'T IT? 


XN 


у 


His 
TRASH WILL 


ONE MAN 
CAPABLE OF 
BEWITCHING 

GIRLS TO 
THE POINT 
THAT THEY'D 

GO CRAZY 

OVER HIS 

TRASH. 


266 


CW 
Z 
AH! 


/ 


> = де 


UNO WS 
oa Дж” 
€ ди Just ns 
Touenr, га て 
GINGER. ) 


MAYBE THE 
SOIL BEHIND 


eS EVEN 50, 
№ I DON'T 
THINK GINGER | 
Т CAN GROW = 
|] NATURALLY 
HERE. 


Е Ei = ~ = = 


ре 


АШ М, 
Ш wy 
y W E 7; 


< 


THIS IS A 
MEDICINAL 
GARDEN 


С 
7) \ 
My 


AWM 


NN 
| 


ЛІ WN 
7. 


PECULIAR 
ODORS 


ARE... = 
SS 


LOOK AT IT, Y 
I'M SUS- 
Picious. 


HAVEN'T 
TAKEN 
ANY- 
THING. 


> 


2 


$0 YOU WERE 
PLANNING 
ON TAKING 

SOMETHING? 


IN WHAT 
KIND OF 
WORLD 
WOULD AN 
IMPERIAL 
PALACE 
HAVE A 
FARMER? 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 

STRANGE 
ABOUT A 

FARMER 
TAKING AN 
INTEREST 


THIS IS A 
PUBLIC PLACE, 
$0 I DOUBT 
ANYONE WILL 
SCOLD YOU. 


SINCE THE 
MEDICINAL 
OFFICERS 


ABOUT IT 


RESUR- 
RECTION 
MEDICINE. 


A MEDICINE 
CAPABLE OF 
BRINGING 
BACK THE 


DEAD. 


THAT 
THERE 
EXISTS А 
MEDICINE 
WITH A 
: SIMILAR 
THOUGH EFFECT. 
HE DIDN'T 
SPECIFICALLY 
SAY IT WAS 
THE RESUR- 
RECTION 
MEDICINE 
SOUGHT 
BY MANY 
PEOPLE. 


FATHER 
ONCE 
TOLD ME 


IF SUCH A 
THING REALLY 
EXISTED, Т 
WOULD OF 
COURSE WANT 
TO GET MY 
HANDS ON IT 
NO MATTER 
WHAT. 


CHALLENGE. 


RE- 
GARDING 
WHAT WE 

TALKED 
ABOUT 


EARLIER... 


THE 
THING I 
PLANTED 
HERE IS 

CALLED 
MORNING 
GLORY. 


| CHAPTER b 
В INEVITABLE. 


| 


COINCIDENGE 0 


SUMMARY DURING HER VISIT TO THE PISPENSARY, МАО MAO ONCE AGAIN RAN INTO SUI REI, 
A COURT LAPY WHO SMELLS OF MEDICINE... 


IF HE WENT i оба 
OUT OF HIS к қак 

War ТО ОСК SOMETHING SOME- 
FORME: IT. таоивіє- JE THING? 
MUST BE SOME HAS 

REALLY BAD, HAPPENED. 


50, I SEE. M 


as. REMEMBER 
STOLEN? Š THE BURNED 
DURING THE WAREHOUSE? 
COMMOTION, 
SOMEONE. 
RANSACKED 
THE OTHER 


WAREHOUSES. 


AND 
NOT JUST 
A SINGLE 
TYPE. 


THE STOLEN 


CONSISTED OF 
CEREMONIAL 


Looks 
LIKE IT'S A 
SENSITIVE 
TOPIC. 


THIS 
STORY 
SOUNDS 

FAMILIAR. 


AFTER 
EATING HIS 
FAVORITE 
SEAWEED DISH, 
HE LOST 
CONSCIOUS- 
NESS, 


SO HE'S IN 
NO CONDITION 
TO RETURN 
TO WORK. 


RECENTLY 
CAUGHT FOOD 
POISONING. 


PASSED AWAY 
LAST YEAR, 


T'M NOT 
AWARE 
OF THE 
DETAILS. 


ABOUT 
ASKING 
His 
PREDE- 
CESSOR? 


WAS HE THE 
RUMORED 
GOURMET 
OFFICER? 


| А Due TO FOOD ` 
POISONING. 
о 


INCIDENTS 
ARE JUST ТОО 
MYSTERIOUS 
TO BE CALLED 
А MERE COIN- 
CIDENCE. 


THAT HIGH 
OFFICIAL, 
WHAT KIND 
OF PERSON 
WAS HE? 


HE WAS 
АМ OLD MAN 
FAMOUS FOR 
ANYWAY, ... HIS STRICT 
HE WAS. BEHAVIOR, 
FOND OF 
SWEET 
FOOD... 


Ан, 
THAT'S 
RIGHT! 


KOUNEN WAS 
SOMEONE 1 
HEARD ABOUT 
МӘ. From имен 


ya НЕ DIED 
SINGLE DUE TO 
ONE WAS 

NE WA EXCESS 
TIONAL? 


WAS THERE 
SOMEONE 
PULLING THE 
STRINGS IN 
THE BACK- 
GROUND? 


50, 


THIS |6 
THE ITEM You NEED 
THAT YOU ME FOR? 
WHEN Т FOUND 
TRIED TO BEFORE. 
RETURN 
IT ТО THE 
OWNER, 
I WAS 
REJECTED. 


ди, 
DURING 
THE FIRE 
INCIDENT. 


I 
THOUGHT 
IT WAS AN 
IMPORTANT 
ITEM SINCE 

тв so 
EXQUISITE. 


WHEN A 
WAREHOUSE- 
MAN ESCORTED 
A LONE WOMAN 
OUT IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT, 


IFA 


WARE- 
HOUSEMAN 
WAS GIVEN 
HE WOULD SUCH AN 
MOST LIKELY EXPENSIVE 
TRY TO тем, НЕ WAS 
USE IT IM- GIVEN THIS 
PIPE AS 


MEUIATELY. THANKS. 


IN ORDER 
TO THIN OUT 
THE GUARDS 


THERE IS A 
CHANCE THAT 
SHE GAVE 
HIM THE PIPE, 
INTENDING ON 
CREATING A 
RUCKUS 


BUT IT’S 
NOT LIKE 


EVERYONE 


WOULD 
DO 50. 


AROUND HER 
TARGETED 
WAREHOUSE. 


HE COULDN'T 
SEE HER FACE 
AT CLEARLY DUE 
THAT SHE TO THE DARK, 
WAS WEARING 
А SCARF BEF- 
FITING THE 
CURRENT 
SEASON. 


IT 
COULD 
ALSO 
BE 
THAT SHE 
HAS A TALL 
STATURE, AND / 
SOMEWHAT Зи 
SMELLED OF 
SHE WAS. 
к MEDICINE. INTENTIONAL 
= LY HIDING 
La HER FACE IN 
THE FIRST. 
\ PLACE. 


BASED ON 
HER HEIGHT, 
I KNOW IT 

WASN'T YOU. 


ро You 
HAVE ANY 
IDEAS? 


you 
SHOULDN'T 
SAY SOME- 

THING BASED 
SOLELY ON 

‘SPECULATION. 


APART 
FROM THAT 
ACCIDENT 
AND 
INCIDENT, 


THERE'S 
SO MANY 
THINGS Т 
WOULDN'T 
HAD EVEN 
WAIT, 16 THERE 
ARE YOU КИНО ANYTHING 
SAYING THAT 1 FOR YOU ELSE THAT'S 
"LL. 
N TELLING ME. SUSPICIOUS? 
IF I LOOK 


DEEPER 


INTO IT? 


AND IF WE 
ASSUME THAT 
TALL COURT 
LADY IS IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THEM ALL, 
WHAT WOULD 
THE ІМРИСА- 
TIONS BE? 


WITH THIS, 
EVEN IF SUI REN' ら 
NAME COMES UP, 
IT WOULDN'T BE 
BECAUSE OF ME. 


THREE 
ISN'T THAT 
STRANGE 
EITHER, 


IT's quite 

^\ common 
FOR TWO 
CONCI- 
DENCES 


TO 
f) overLar, 


AND YOU'RE 
JUST AS 
STRONG AS 
YOU LOOK. 


YOU PLEASE 
HOLD BACK 


INSTEAD 
OF AIMING 
FOR ONE 
PARTICULAR 
INCIDENT TO 
SUCCEED, 


MULTITUDE 
OF TRAPS 
IN HOPES 
THAT SOME 
reer WOULD 
HOW IT TRI 
LOOKS LIKE 


POSSIBILITY 
THAT THEY 
WERE PURELY 
JUST COINCI- 
DENTAL CAN'T 
BE RULED 
our. 


IT'S HARD 
TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER 
THESE EVENTS 
REALLY WERE 
ACCIDENTAL OR 
IF THEY WERE 
PREMEDITATED. 


CUR- 
RENTLY, Т 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT THEIR 
GOAL 16. 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
THERE COULD 
STILL BE 
SOME PLOYS 
YET TO 
UNFOLD. 


I MERELY 
DO AS T'M 
TOLD. 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING 
INTERESTING 


WHILE I WAS 
VISITING THE 


MERCHANTS gà 
YESTERDAY. ) 


TM JUST 
curious 
ABOUT THE 
THINGS 
HAPPENING 
AROUND 

ME. 


‘ALOT OF, 
PEOPLE KEEP, 
BRINGING 
THOSE 
TROUBLE 
SOME 
ISSUES. 


ІТ6 
NOT LIKE 
I POKED MY 
NOSE AROUND 
BECAUSE I 
WAS INTER- 
ESTED, 


SCRIBBLE 
SCRIBBLE 


DO you 
KNOW WHAT 
THIS 6? 


A MOUTH 
WATERING 
ITEM THAT 

АРООЁ 
PHARMACIST 
OF HANAMACHI 
COULD NEVER 
GET THEIR 
HANDS ON. 


11% 
REGARDED 
A6 A TOP 

CLASS 
MEDICINE, 


TO GIVE 
IT TO 


1716 
SAID THAT 
ONLY ONE 

OUT OF 
THOUSAND 
OF COWS 
HAS IT. 


OX BEZOAR, 
WHICH ALSO 
MEANS OY'5 
GALLSTONE, 
15 A TYPE OF 
MEDICINE. 


/M 
di 
IN ДР 
= | d | 
| Ы ; | 
| 2 
қ 
>. 
mum ` 
DOWN... 


4 


00055 Ка; MY 


LIKE YOU'RE 
INTERESTED 
NOW. 
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y = 
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à 


4 


NN 
WILL YOU 
REALLY Pi 2 
GIVE THIS ox 
У 


JUST BY Ас- 
сейгмет THIS 
TAK, THEN 


THE CEREMONY REFERED TO IN THIS CHAPTER 
IS CALLED "CHUUSAI"^, WHICH STANDS FOR 
"MEDIUM SCALE CEREMONIES”, BUT THERE'S 
ALSO THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF CEREMONIES: 


TAISAI (GRAND CEREMONIES): 
HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR PRESIDES 
OVER THE CEREMONIES HIMSELF AND 
DELIVERS A SPECIAL ADDRESS OTSUGEBUMI. 


SHOUSAI (MINOR CEREMONIES): 


GRAND MASTER OF THE DIVISION OF RITUALS 
PRESIDES OVER THE CEREMONIES, DURING 
WHICH HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR 
OFFERS PRAYERS OF WORSHIP. 


SHUNSAI (REGULAR CEREMONIES): 
GRAND MASTER OF THE DIVISION OF RITUALS 
PRESIDES OVER THE CEREMONIES HELD ON 
THE IST, ПТН AND ZIST DAY OF EACH MONTH. 
IN PRINCIPLE, HIS MATESTY THE EMPEROR OFFERS 
PRAYERS OF WORSHIP AT THE CEREMONY HELD ON 
THE IST OF EACH MONTH. 
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HOLD THE 
RECORDS 
OF ALL THE 
INCIDENTS 
THAT HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE 
IN THE INNER 
COURT DURING 
THE PAST 
COUPLE OF 
YEARS. 


NOW THAT 1 

HAVE SOME 
FREE TIME 
THANKS ТО 
JINSHI GOING 
OUT, І САМ 


FREELY $ \ 
INVESTIGATE CHAPTER 32 


THINS. Tl EMEDIOM-RIT AL MASTER 


y 9^2 


IF You 
NEED HELP. 
WITH ANY- 
THING ELSE, 
FEEL FREE 


THE OFFICER 
INVOLVED IN 
THE FOOD 
POISONING 
INCIDENT WAS 
A MINISTER OF 
THE BOARD 
OF RITES. 


IF I RECALL 
CORRECTLY, THE 
BOARD OF RITES 
16 RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MATTERS 
REGARDING 
DIPLOMACY AND 
EDUCATION. 


UM, WHAT 
KIND OF 
POSITION 
Is THIS? 


АН, IT’S THE 
POSITION OF 
THE PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR A RITUAL 
CEREMONY. 


I ВЕ- 
MEMBER 
RIHAKU 
SAYING 
SOMETHING 
SIMILAR. 


IF ONLY 
1 STUDIED 
FOR THE 
COURT LADY 
EXAM A BIT 
MORE SERI- 
OUSLY, Тр 
BE MORE 
FAMLIAR 
WITH ALL 
OF THIS. 


| SUMMARY MAO MAO WAS TASKED BY JINSHI ANP RIHAKU TO FIN? A CONNECTION BETWEEN ALL THE INCIPENTS, 


PAST AND PRESENT. 


THE FIRE, | 
AT THE \_ 


SMALL 


16 ALMOST 
GUARANTEED 
TO HAVE BEEN 
STARTED FOR 

THE SOLE 
PURPOSE OF 


MUST-HAVE 
BEEN THEIR 


4 TARGETS ALL 
Jon ALONG. 


BOTH THE 
RESPECTFUL 
KOUNEN AND. 

THE POISONED 
OFFICER WERE 
STATIONED 
IN POSITIONS 
RELATED TO 
RELIGIOUS 
CEREMONIES, 


BUT, IF WE THERE 


TAKE INTO oat hai 
Tar THe CEREMONIES 
STOLEN THEW RE ру 
Were THE CEREMONIAL a NS гети 
рано ТОО? THROUGHOUT 
ARE USED IN THE YEAR, 
CEREMONIES , 
OF MEDIUM 
AND LARGE 
SCALE... 


TM FREE ) 
foe THE \ змеи 
ENTIRE DAY, е | "Й IT WOULD OFTEN 
SO WHEN I PROBABLY HOLDS 
RETURN- ВЕ FASTER | MISOGI, 


ІРІ Just 
ASKED HIM 
ABOUT IT. 


Is THIS 
THE LAY- 
OUT OF A 

CEREMONIAL IF YOU'RE 


BUILDING? Ü INTERESTED 


PLACE WITH 
A PECULIAR 
DESIGN 
LOCATED AT 
THE END OF 
THE WEST 
SIDE OUTER 


та THERE 
ne uae. 
en SUSPENDED 
INCENSE THAT FROM THE 
MAKES THEM WITH EACH CEILING 
SWAY МА PRAYER, THE ABOVE THE 
тє DANCE, PILLAR IS ALTAR 
SAID THAT LOWERED 
THIS DANCE AND WORDS \ 
CAUSES THE ADDED TO 
WISHES TO THE SILKS. 
ASCEND TO 


HEAVEN. 
CEREMONIAL 


SILKS ARE 
THERE'S HANGED 
SOMETHING FROM. 
WRITTEN 
ON THE 


THEM. 


THOSE ARE 
PRAYERS. 


so THAT'S 1 WORKED 
THE REASON ON THAT AS — LIBRARY, 

He's 60 T A MEMBER OF 
STRANGELY THE BOARD 


FAMILIAR. 
WITH THis. р OF RITES. 


WORRIED 
ABOUT THE 
STRENGTH 
AT FIRST, 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


WHEN I 1 4 ан, You 
WARNED MY A RIS 
woven use | Й к= 
ABOUT THE | WITH А CORD 

PILLAR, Т en 

WAS SENT A PULLEY 


THAT'S 


MOUNTED ON 
THE CEILING, 
WHILE THE 
AND OTHER END 
SINCE THE 16 AFFIXED 
PILLAR IS TO THE 
QUITE LARGE, 
T WAS AFRAID A: 
THAT IT 7 
COULD END 
UP FALLING Р 


DOWN. 


T 
THAT'S УЛ 
CERTAINLY а 7 


SCENARIO. に 
E 


THE ONE 
THAT WOULD 
END UP е 
METAL 
BEING IN 
FITTING 
THE MOST 
DANGER OR ANY 
WOULD BE OTHER 
THE PERSON PART 
PERFORM- э 
ING THE 
CEREMONY, 


IN THE 
CASE OF 
A MEDIUM 
SCALE 
CEREMONY, 
THAT PERSON 
WOULD BE AN 
ARISTOCRAT. 


IF IM- 
PORTANT 
TOOLS 
LIKE THAT 
WENT 
MISSING, 


WHEN WILL 
NEXT RITUAL 
CEREMONY 
BE TAKING 

PLACE 

IN THAT 


THIS COULD 
BE THE 
MOTIVE FOR 
STEALING THE 
CEREMONIAL 
TOOLS, 


WHAT 
WOULD 
= HAPPEN 


вч CONTINUING 
TO ST 
ШУ ыы MULTIPLE WEAK 
THIS ONE D 
момент T > OVER AND 
МНЕ | OVER AGAIN, 


My 
ШС 


v 


PLEASE Б 
LET ME 
THROUGH. 


YET A 
LOWLY 
MAID LIKE 
MERE MAID, YOURSELF 
WITHOUT / WANTS TO 
NOT то ANY SORT OF INTER- 
MENTION, Т AUTHORITY, 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY CONCRETE 
PROOF THAT 
SOMETHING 
WILL HAPPEN 
EITHER. 


| REGRET 
¿ALWAYS 


DECIDE! 


IF 
YOU DON'T 
LET ME 
IN, YOU'LL 
COME TO 
REGRET IT 


you STILL 
WANT TO 
CONTINUE 
DENYING MY 
ENTRY EVEN 
JUNDED 1 | I FOUND 
SOUNDED MY DANT 
WARNING... | A FATAL 
= IN THE 
THERE'S АТТАН, 
A CHANCE 
THAT IT 
HAS BEEN 
TAMPERED 
WITH. 


you 
WANT TO 
PREVENT 
ME FROM 
JEOPARD- 
IZING THE 
\ PLAN. 
ОНЕ or, м / 
, OTHER 
non WORDS, 


MY VISION 
15 GOING 


«Р BECAUSE OF 
THIS SMALL 


LOSE MY 
CONSCIOUS- 
NESS JUST 
YET. 


I WON'T тромт БУ! 
вет ме ox Зе 21. 
BEZOAR! Ay A 


Quay 
2. cm Р 
5 レデ ~ 
N / IF / 
SOMETHING 
p. HAPPENS... 
# SS 
ER A: ジ 5) 
IF SOME- 2 (И 5 ルン 
ү 
HAPPENS, ID, THERE'S AN 
WON'T IT BE | у ARISTOCRAT 
YOUR HEAD а ) INSIDE, = 
THATLL GO ad IN М RIGHT?! Sa 
ROLLING?! І ur SS 
| o ЈА | UR 
Р р FEOS 


MY HEAD D / И 
WILL GO | N 
ROLLING. ЖО 
EN ~ 
oF 
course, 
IF POSSIBLE, 
ромом | DAE WILL вва 
EXPECT ME N 
TO BELIEVE 
DEATH 
BY POISON 


INSTEAD OF 
BEHEADING! 


WHAT IF 
THEY'RE 


WORDS? 


T'LL PER- '" 

soNALY Ü ү” HOW ABOUT 

NE ПОД NE, JUST LETTING 
И). атата HER DO AS 

SIBILITY. | sue wants? 


HIS CON- 
VENIENT 
TIMING 16... 


II 
” 


ж 
FE: 
is 
= 
че 


MY OWN 
NECK! 


THE PILLAR 
MUST HAVE 
GOUGED 
MY LEG. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOU? 


WHY ARE 
YOU MAKING 
THAT KIND OF 
EXPRESSION? 


\ 


_@ AFTER HER TENSION 
(оо = 
b 574 С 


IT SA. KUSURIYA NO HITORIGOTO - VOLUME 6 


ч, о, EXCEPT FOR THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT, I TOOK 
“; THE LIBERTY ОҒ MAKING А FEW CHANGES ОМ 
© THE ROUGH SKETCHES PROVIDED BY NANAO- 
SAN SO AS TO CREATE A BETTER BALANCE 
У» BETWEEN THE FRAMES, ANGLES, ETC. 
Va THERE WERE ALSO TIMES WHEN I MADE 
T SOME SIGNIFICANT CHANGES. I REALLY 
& ENJOYED MY TIME DRAWING THIS MANGA 
ка y WHILE ADDING SOME CUTE DESIGNS, FUNNY 
5 EXPRESSIONS AND MORE, ON NANAO-SAN'S 
ROUGH SKETCHES. OF COURSE, ALL OF 
THE CHANGES I MADE WERE CAREFULLY 
ЧЕ CHECKED BY THE TEAM. 


- NEKOKURAGE, ILLUSTRATOR 


SPECIAL THANKS. 


[max] В. Өй. 1058. BER. 
шабыт. EA. MEA. ново. 
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Ја 


ART DIRECTOR 
ITSUKI NANAO 


AUTHOR 
NATSU HYUUGA 
SHINOTOUKO 


THANK you | 
EVERYONE 
FOR sur: | 


PORTING 
THIS 
MANGA! 


I BELIEVE THIS VOLUME WAS AN 
EXCITING EXPERIENCE. STAY WITH = 
— US AS МАО MAO'S EXCITING JOURNEY 
WILL BE EVEN MORE INTERESTING 
= IN THE UPCOMING RELEASES. ¿"== 
рави) 


| Р; 


“ART DIRECTOR 
NANAO ITSUKI з 


4 Special Thanks 


Mi HYUUGA NATS — d ; 
ORIGINAL zuusrraror SHINO ТОШКО 2 ба 2 
тетт NEKOKURAGE жне 2 
тылы / ү % 
EVERYONE READING / Е oe 2 
あと ee 


A SNEAK PEEK OF 
THE NEXT VOLUME 


WHO IS THE TRUE CULPRIT 
BEHIND THE INCIDENT? 
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T EIAS, 


EXTRA CONTENTS i カバー 折り返し 


NANAO ITSUKI 


I'M ALWAYS EXCITED TO BE 
ABLE TO CATCH A GLIMPSE 
OF NEW ADVERTISEMENTS FOR 
KUSURIYA NO HITORIGOTO. 


WEKOKURAGE 


1 ALWAYS NEED TO LISTEN TO 
SOME MUSIC WHENEVER 1 WANT 
TO FOCUS ON MY WORK. AND SO, 
FROM NOW ON, THE LATEST 
DRAMA CD FROM KUSURIYA NO 
HITORIGOTO WILL SERVE AS 
MY NEW BACKGROUND MUSIC. 


EXTRA CONTENTS ı 表紙 表 


SQUARE ENIX. STORY BOARD: NANAO IKKI 
ARTIST: NEKOKURAGE 


EXTRA CONTENTS п 表紙 裏 


UNCONSCIOUSLY 


= (Ал 


STRAIGHT Є 
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PY (3; 


ーー x Es 
STORY BOARD: NANAO ТЕКТ 
ARTIST: NEKOKURAGE 


| EXTRA CONTENTS !! カバ ー 裏 


Mao Mao, a strange girl 
working under Jinshi, was 
suddenly forced to do makeup 
for her owner. Furthermore, 
she was also asked to draw 
upa disguise for Jinshi before 
heading to town together 
with him...?! What will 
happen during their trip? 
What are the mysteries 
surrounding Mao Mao's 
parents? And will Mao Mao 
be able to solve the 
mysterious chain of 
incidents taking place 
in the palace? the full 
story will be revealed 
in volume 6! 


